
 

As Fifth Grade comes to a close, we cannot stress enough the importance of summer reading. Charlotte 
Mason reminds us that, “It is in the lap of the parent that a child first explores the universe of the printed 
page.  Children of all ages must be immersed in the world of literature.” -When Children Love to Learn 

Your soon to be sixth grader may be too big for your lap, but they are not too big to share special 
moments reading together. Parents and children have a multitude of enticements competing for their 
attention.  Consider what you wish to instill in your child this summer.  All too often, children plead for 
access to the digital market with its adrenal boosting sights and sounds.  The challenge is guiding 
children to recognize the life-giving beauty of a story. In order to cultivate virtuous character, build 
background knowledge, and nurture a love of reading, we must spend time reading quality literature.  
Finding precious time to read to and with your child creates the perfect pathway to enter the world of 
living books and relish all of the mysteries, surprises, and wonders they contain. 

Our choices change who we are and how we live.  How we spend our time influences our character. 
Open the books, read beyond just this list, and let us give to our children one of the best gifts they could 
receive—time spent with you, cultivating a life-long love of reading. Review the suggested choices and 
discuss with your child which books might be the best book choices and then enjoy the reading journey 
by asking lots of questions about the ideas each book presents. 

Rising 6th Graders: Summer Reading List 
Please have your child read widely and often both with you and independently! Students are required to 
read a minimum of two fiction books from the following list, but we encourage them to read more.  
The non-fiction suggestions provide inspiration and background knowledge for upcoming science and 
history topics. 

Fiction: (Choose a minimum of two) 
Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt  
Summer of the Monkeys by Wilson Rawls 
City of Ember by Jeanne Duprau  
Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
Anne of Green Gables by LM Montgomery  
The Cay by Theodore Taylor  
Call it Courage by Armstrong Sperry  
Mossflower by Brian Jacques (or other in series) 
Black Beauty by Anna Sewell  

Non-Fiction Suggestions: 
Rocks & minerals, earth structures,  
plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes, 
Earth’s atmosphere, the Solar System, 
Ancient Greece, Ancient Rome, 
Industrial Revolution 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

“Do adventures ever have an end? I suppose not. Someone else always has to carry on the story.” 
― J.R.R. Tolkien 


